Anne has cheated, are emotions which we all recognise as
perfectly in keeping with an authentic personality.
In painting the picture of a king, the artist is liable to lose
sight of the man amidst the regal trimmings. As a model,
Henry suffered a great deal in this respect, for not only was he
for all practical purposes the autocratic ruler of the state, but
to this temporal authority had been added for the first time
that of Supreme Head of the Church within his dominions.
These combined powers caused him to be regarded by those
who made no contact with him, either as the gallant defender
of the true faith, or a blasphemous heretic. But the homely
nick-name that a man acquires is sometimes a better guide to
his personality than the archives of history. Among his
subjects he was known affectionately as " bluff King Hal,"
and this really is the personality which has made him one of
the most interesting figures in English history.
A curious sidelight on the character of Henry is shown by
his post-marital relations with his fourth wife, Anne of
Cleves.
As a matter of historical fact, Henry and Anne of Cleves,
once their formal marriage had been annulled, became the
best of friends. He visited her frequently at Richmond, and
treated her as one on whose disinterested regard he could
always rely. Marillac, the French ambassador, made this
relationship the subject of comment in one of his dispatches,
showing the intimate companionship which existed between
Henry and Anne. " The King/' he wrote, " is ten miles off
at Hampton Court, thinly attended, and has been ktely at
Richmond to visit the Queen that was. He is on the
best possible terms with her, and they sup so pleasantly
together that some thought she was to be restored to her
place."
In the following pages Henry's seventeen love letters to
Anne Boleyn are reproduced together with the original
introduction from the Harleian Miscellany, two letters from
Thirteen

